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defeat the bill. They might reject it twice, but if it passed the
House of Commons a third year in succession, it would become
law over the head of the Lords. In place of the House of Lords
Ulster, the north-eastern province of Ireland stepped into the
breach, and the cry raised by Lord Randolph Churchill in 1886,
'Ulster will fight and Ulster will be right5, looked like coming
true. Ulster had been colonized by Scots Presbyterians in the
reign of James I. Of its nine counties three were almost un-
touched by Scots colonization and do not count for the purpose
of this story; they are to-day in the Free State. Four had big
protestant and anti-Home Rule majorities. Two, Tyrone and
Fermanagh, were fairly evenly divided, with small Catholic
majorities. These six to-day constitute 'Northern Ireland', and
are part of the 'United Kingdom' with members in the British
parliament, though they also have a Home Rule system of their
own, dating from 1921.

It seems obvious to-day that Asquith ought to have cut
Northern Ireland out of the Home Rule bill from the start.
There were two reasons why he did not do so. In the first place
the Irish Nationalists insistently demanded the whole of Ireland
for Home Rule, and many on both sides doubted whether an
Ireland deprived of the comparatively rich northern district could
become a 'paying concern3 by itself. Secondly, the Ulster people
did not, till near the end of the struggle, demand the separation
of Ulster. What they wanted was to defeat Home Rule altogether.
That was the aim of their leader, Carson, a Conservative lawyer
from Dublin and not an Ulsterman at all, and of Bonar Law, the
leader of the Conservative party and by family origin an Ulster-
man. In fact both Irish factions stood for Ireland one and
indivisible, and the two great British parties allowed themselves
to be tied to the tails of the two Irish factions.

The threat of rebellion. In the autumn of 1912 Ulster held a
great demonstration at Belfast. Thousands signed a Covenant
of resistance, modelled on the old Scottish National Covenant
which the Scots had in 1638 bound themselves to resist the
imposition of an English prayer book by Charles I. They
proceeded to drill an army of volunteers and to arm it, with
arms imported from Germany and elsewhere. A year later the
importation of arms was forbidden, but they carried out, in April